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WINTER PLANTING IN
BRILLIANT SUNSHINE
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Controlling weeds is a relentless task!

As an important part of the restoration work Motuora has had an ongoing weed control programme in place since
1998. Initial control concentrated on large local infestations of climbing asparagus, lantana, periwinkle, boxthorn
and Madeira vine. Thanks largely to the efforts of Les Buckton and lan Price the major seed sources of these
were eliminated in the first few years of the programme. In March 2003, February 2004 and October/November
2004 searches of the whole island were carried out by weed teams of three to four people with the intention of
finding, mapping and controlling all weed species with particular emphasis on finding any remaining seeding
plants and recording the extent of infestations and seed banks. This information allows us to monitor high risk
areas. Searches are still carried out each year in areas with known seed banks, but it is no longer necessary to
search the whole island as few weeds are found in areas with mature vegetation.

The programme has been highly successful in ensuring that no damaging weeds have established in the planted
areas. Visitors will notice however that there is still a lot of gorse, kikuyu grass and boneseed present. Gorse
and kikuyu grass are not always controlled where they are already established, because control is neither cost
effective or necessary where they will eventually be shaded out. Boneseed is also not controlled on steep cliffs
where it is in large numbers as this would cause too much erosion and would also not be cost effective as this
species can replace itself rapidly. This species will be dealt with by gradual reduction of its habitat once mature
forest has been established over most of the island. However abseiling is carried out each year on the cliffs to
ensure that no other weed species establish there. Several plants which have not had a seed source on the is-
land have occasionally been found indicating that these are arriving naturally from the mainland or surrounding
islands so constant vigilance is necessary. Controlling weeds is a relentless task!

Helen Lindsay
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- NuFarm for sponsorship of supplies of herbicides.
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* United Campervans for ongoing sponsorship. Lion Foundation for support with diving petrel prOJect:
: Firestone for ongoing sponsorship fees.
: Design Technologies  for IT support. G.F. & N.G. Skelton, P.C. Knott, & D. Dolbel, for contri- :
: Yates NZ for ongoing support with propagation butions to the cost of work gloves for volunteers.
supplies. ) ) M.J. Taylor contribution towards cost of gannet decoys. <
: The Mad Butcher for continued support with And special thanks to Sophie La Roche for fund raising :
. sausages for our BBQ lunches. and donation. :
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In the past four months the weather has been edrags — from the drought at the end of summer ys daheavy rain and
strong winds. Because the ground was too drylfortimg at the end of April, we concentrated indtea gorse clearing. This
is done by hand sawing the stumps as close torthand as possible and pasting with herbicide, aridé best way of stopping
regrowth while letting the native seedlings throdigim underneath. When the rain started and ciomditmproved for plant-
ing, areas of gorse were densely planted aroungehimeters to contain the spread. Eventuallygtivse will be shaded out by

the barrier of native trees and regeneration withégorse.

We have had two planting trips so far this seaaod,have completed a couple of infill sites dowagbuth end of the island.
DoC volunteers also planted around 400 canopy treasiongst the pioneer plantings during the endliok volunteer stint.
We have been continually checking planted areas pfanting days to see how destructive the pukékes been, and so far

there have been a few pullouts, but not at theelamgle of the past few years.

The Kiwi programme will be changed for next seasuith all the Auckland Zoo raised chicks going bagknorth, so Motuora

will not receive chicks this year.

May saw the start of the weekly Diving Petrel burrchecks.

three kereru behind house.

No signs as yet. It has been nicave hegular sightings of

Bookings for the summer camping season openedlgiJuwith a new booking system of prepay put in tacplaThe popu-
larity was evident again with the campground anchbaver new years being booked out in the first eagh January filling

fast. Motuora Island is headed
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for another busyrsar.

Motuora Restoration Society
The Society is undertaking tf
restoration of native forest
create habitat for endangern
species on the island.
Membership costs $25 per yea
for individuals or families, and
$5 for students.

Chairperson Ray Lowe 09 422 2057

Secretary Kit Brown
Les Buckton

Simon Chamberlin
Kevin Hawkins

Bruce Ross

09 446 0618
09 425 9619

09 422 7217
09 424 7444

09 445 1140

Deputy ChaiRobin Gardner-Gee 09 445 6997

TreasurerGillian Thomas

Helen Lindsay

Eilene Lamb
Liz Norquay

09 426 1481

09 816 8227
09 427 8911
09 424 7444

Biodiversity Sub-committeeRobin Gardner-Gee, Sharen Graham, Richard Griffftedindal &
Shelley Heiss-Dunlop, Helen Lindsay and Kevin Parke
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