MOTUORA RESTORATION SOCIETY (INC)
PO Box 100132, North Shore
North Shore City 0745

Newsletter No. 40 March 2009
Wetapunga-the journey begins at Hauturu
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A sprinkle of rain was welcome on the day 52 peapduding
16 kids headed for Motuora on 22nd February. Walkd
swims and a bumper lunch was the order of the d&ye Tug
of War was decided fairly smartly . There were faoes for
the kids and cricket for the big kids! Also oroshwas the
very rat which caused a major biosecrity threatthon island
last year. Now stuffed and on a display standvesy stunning
visual given his size, and a strong message dahtpertance of
keeping special places pest free.
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Ahoy Motuoral!
We'd left the dinghy on a mooring in Mahurangi Harbour while we raced down to Auckland with the Classic Yacht Asso-
ciation and back again with the Auckland Anniversary Regatta race. We'd been at Mahurangi for the Mahurangi Cruising
Club regatta on Anniversary Weekend.

After coming back north through Tiri Channel, | pointed out vaguely an indication of the course we needed to take to get
to Mahurangi. | told the crew (unfamiliar with the area) that we'd soon get a clearer heading, as we got closer to the is-
lands we could see in the distance. It didn't seem necessary to use a chart because visibility was so good and reference
points so easy. Just find Motuora, which is a doddle because of its distinctive shape, size and grassy cover, then look to
the left of that and Mahurangi's easy to identify.

As we headed for the obvious gap between the mainland the the islands, | started to get quite disorientated because |
couldn't see the grassy island of Motuora. The one | could see where | was expecting to see Motuora was all bush-clad.
What? Had | lost something? Found something new? What's that island there? (It had been a long long weekend!)

It took a few minutes to realise that it was Motuora, but looking so different because of its bush cladding rather than
grass cladding. Then it all made sense again, and | realised how much progress has been made. It really looks well-
treed now.

It's a credit to the vision and hard work by MRS and members. Well done!
PS Maybe you should organise a Notice To Mariners advising of the changed landform!
Submitted by Jill Hetherington

Motuora Restoration Chairperson Ray Lowe 09 422 2057 | Deputy ChaiRobin Gardner-Ge¢ 09 378 9548
S(.)Clety (Inc) . SecretaryKit Brown 09 446 0618 | TreasurerGillian Thomas 09 426 1481

The Society is undertakir
the restoration of native fore | 5 uckton 09 4259619 | Helen Lindsay 027 2847357
to create habitat for enda
gered species on the island. Simon Chamberlin 09 422 7217 | Eilene Lamb 09 427 8911
Membership costs $25 per _ . _
year for individuals or fami- Kevin Hawkins 09 424 7444 | Liz Norquay 09 424 7444
lies, and $5 for students.

Biodiversity Sub-committeeRobin Gardner-Gee, Sharen Graham, Richard Griffitedinda Habgood, Shelley
Heiss-Dunlop, Helen Lindsay and Kevin Parker.
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NOTICE
THANK YOU )
United Campervans for ongoing sponsorship. Annual General Meeting of the
Yates NZ for ongoing support with propagation Motuora Restoration Society Inc
supplies. will be held on
The Mad Butcher for continued support with Sunday, 31st May 2009
sausages for our BBQ lunches. Motuora Island (Potting Shed) at 1.30 p.m.
If planting trip that day is cancelled due to badather
— meeting will be held &2 Settlers Grove, Orewa
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